Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 0 1 NEW DE 1 0526 191 427Z 

41 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SSC-01 

AID-05 TRSE-00 /063 W 

062673 

R 191025Z lUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7209 
INFO AMCONSUL BOMBAY 
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMCONSUL MADRAS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 10526 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUBJ: THE CABINET SWEEPSTAKES: MANY RUMORS, MINOR 
CHANGES LIKELY 

1 . ONE OE THE PERIODIC RUMORS OF AN IMMINENT CABINET 
RESHUFFLE IS AGAIN CIRCULATING WIDELY IN NEW DELHI, 

THIS TIME PERHAPS WITH MORE VIGOR AND AUTHORITY THAN 
ON THE NUMEROUS OCCASIONS IN RECENT MONTHS. FINMIN 
SUBRAMANIAM AGAIN LEADS THE LIST TO DEPART, ON GROUNDS 
OF ILL HEALTH, POSSIBLY TO BECOME A STATE GOVERNOR. 

HIS REPLACEMENT IS BELIEVED BY MANYLIKELY TO BE 
P.C. SETHI, FORMER CHIEF MINISTER OE MADHYA PRADESH 
AND CURRENTLY MINISTER OE CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZER 
(AND TREASURER OF THE CONGRESS PARTY), OR T. A. PAI, 
CURRENTLY MIN/INDUSTRY AND CIVIL SUPPLY. 

2. D.K. BAROOAH WILL REPORTEDLY GET A CABINET 
MINISTRY AND ALSO KEEP HIS PRESIDENCY OF THE CONGRESS 
PARTY, AT LEAST EOR A FEW MONTHS LONGER. YOUTH 
CONGRESS PRESIDENT AMBIKA SONI IS ALSO LIKELY TO GET 
A lUNIOR PLACE IN THE CABINT AS A REWARD FOR HER 
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HOME MINISTER BRAHMANANDA REDDY WILL PROBABLY ALSO 
STEP DOWN TO BECOME A STATE GOVERNOR. 

3. CHAV AN WILL REMAIN AS EOREIGN MINISTER, AND 
JAGJIVAN RAM AS AGRIMINISTER, WE ARE TOLD DEEMIN 
BANSI LAL AND MINISTER OE STATE FOR INEO AND BROAD- 
CASTING V.C. SHUKLA WILL ALSO REMAIN IN THE CABINET 
BUT MAY SHIET POSITIONS. SHUKLA MAY MOVE UP TO PULL 
CABINETRANK. WE ASSUME THERE WILL ALSO BE SOME 
SHIFTING OF OTHER PORTFOLIOS (MIN W/0 PORTFOLIO MIR 
QASIM WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY GET SOME MINISTRY) AND 
SOME LESSER FIGURES MAY WELL LEAVE THE CABINET, 

BUT THE REGIONAL AND OVERALL POLITICAL BALANCE OF 
THE CABINET IS UNLIKELY TO CHANGE IN ANY MAJOR WAY. 
SAXBE 
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